
The Oxford Teachers’ Academy 2012
Reflect on your teaching. Focus on your professional development. Share your experiences.

Course Details
The Oxford Teachers’ Academy course will run from Wednesday the 25th July 2012 until the afternoon of 
Friday 27th July 2012, with travel on Tuesday 24th and Saturday 28th.

The training course is called Teaching English to Adults, and aims to provide teachers with a wealth of strategies 
and ideas to meet the challenges of teaching this age group. In particular, the course will address how to 
create motivating, meaningful and memorable lessons for students who are preparing for exams.

On successful completion of the course you will receive a certificate from the University of Oxford.

The Prize

The prize includes:

l	 All course fees and materials

l	 4 nights’ accommodation expenses

l	 The cost of flights and transfer to and from the airport in the UK

l	 A 1st evening reception for all participants (25th July2012)

l	 All daytime meals (breakfast, lunch, refreshments in breaks)

You will also have a chance to meet the people who work on the OUP courses to ensure you get the best 
quality teaching materials in your classroom.

Travel and accommodation

Participants will arrive on the 24th July 2012 and leave in the early morning of 28th July 2012.

You will be staying in the beautiful and historic Keble College, one of the largest colleges of Oxford University. 

You will also have an opportunity to explore Oxford, one of the UK’s most spectacular and fascinating cities.

Teacher Trainer

Tim Ward is a freelance teacher-trainer and materials writer working from Sofia, 
Bulgaria. He’s been with OUP for over seven years now, enjoying both working with 
teachers in South-eastern Europe as well as further afield and working on the OTA 
project.  He started his career in the secondary school system in the north of England 
before beginning to work with teachers of both secondary age pupils and young 
learners in schools, universities and teacher-training institutions in Hungary, Lithuania, 
Bulgaria and Oman.  His interests now lie in the soft skills of teaching, what can  
happen to relationships and motivation in YL as well as young adult and  
teenage classes when we get these things right.
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2Course Description

The course will include the following sessions:

l	 Focusing on Language – Through the Coursebook 
Although it is true that children learning their L1 do 
not study their L1 grammar nor lists of vocabulary 
when they first learn to speak it, in L2 English 
teaching – especially when working with adults – 
working with grammar and vocabulary are useful 
short cuts. But some learners have little patience 
with rules.  In this session we will look at different 
approaches which can help optimize the learning 
process.  

l	 Focus on Language – Beyond the Coursebook 
The course book is just one of many tools to help us 
develop language in our learners.  Beyond the course 
book, many other options for presenting  
and practicing grammar and vocabulary are 
available.  This session gives the participant a chance 
to experience how these other options can help 
learners to expand their use of language.

l	 Effective Oral Correction
In this session we will begin by analysing possible 
causes of mistakes our learners make, but we will 
focus on ways to react to, deal with, and correct 
errors as they occur in our classrooms. We will work 
on ten correction tips which cover a spectrum of 
aspects such as attitude, policy, and technique.

l	 Listening
Listening is a key language skill, so we need to find 
ways to help students become more confident. In 
this session we will analyse the challenges present 
in diverse listening tasks and ways of grading the 
challenge to make listening a successful and fun 
activity.

l	 Pronunciation 
This lively practical session gives a series of practical 
tips and ideas for teaching syllables, word stress, 
sentence stress, shifting stress, rhythm, weak forms, 
and other features of connected speech such as 
elision. We will look at the changing emphases in 
pronunciation teaching. Finally, you will be given a 
list of tips and techniques to encourage systematic 

exposure and help you focus on areas within your 
own teaching where you might be able to do more 
pronunciation work.

l	 Reading – A Look at Literacy Today
For some years reading and the traditional literacy 
skills were overshadowed by computer technology.  
In recent years the tide has turned and literacy has 
regained its position as a core skill for all other areas.  
However, ELT has had to adjust to the new vision of 
reading. In this session, we look at diverse ways we 
can prepare students for reading in real life.

l	 Student-Centred Learning
If asked, most of us would say we believe in the 
benefits of Student-Centred Learning.  However, 
upon analysing our practice we often find that what 
we say and what we do are two different things.  
In this session we will take a close look at current 
practices and beliefs about learning, discuss the pros 
and cons of a student-centred approach and what 
it can mean in reality. We will then look at ways in 
which we can make our use of coursebooks more 
student-centred.

l	 Vocabulary – Teaching for effective learning
Teaching vocabulary encompasses a lot of areas. In 
this session we will be focusing on presenting and 
practising vocabulary, discussing what it means to 
know a word and therefore how to teach vocabulary 
most effectively. We will discuss various presentation 
techniques and try out a number of vocabulary 
recycling activities.

l	 Writing – To enrich language learning
Writing is usually considered a very time consuming, 
lonely, serious activity.  In this session, we will focus 
on the advantages of doing writing in class and on 
approaches for supporting learners. We will also look 
at the ways we can help learners with writing tasks 
through dynamic and fun activities.


